
1 Bay of Islands Vintage Railway  
102 Gillies Street, Kawakawa. NZ 

(Risking Nothing But Success ) 

Website:   www.bayofislandsvintagerailway.org.nz  
Email : info@bayofislandsvintagerailway.org.nz 
 Postal:   P.O. Box 142, Kawakawa  
Ph:       (09) 404-0684                                  Mobile:  021-171-2697 
(Editor Johnson Davis Ph (09) 404-0636; email kruza@xtra.co.nz) 

April 2018 

Concert at the Station  
Our Annual Concert  was held on the 25th February and once again was a resounding 
success thanks to the wonderful support and talent of  many of our  local artists and the 
great work  done by  Shirley May who organized all the wonderful talent .  Thank you 
one and all. Your ongoing support is truly appreciated( above) NZ’s  current Sweet Ade-
line's Small Chorus Champions from Opua –Bella a Capella. 
(below left) As part of their 100 years celebrations at Easter the  Kawakawa RSA ,   with 
support from the Kawakawa Bowling Club , held  the annual Tin Hat Tournament.   
The BOIVR entered a team comprising Guards Maurice Fordham (Skip) ,Howard Lunn 
(two) and Johnson Davis ( lead) . But there's more …...(see page 8). 

Well summer has gone, and what a great 
Summer it was weather wise. We are now 
into the cooler spells of Autumn and the 
bad news is……. 
 
 .The week prior to the Trust meeting held 
16  March Mike Bradshaw went to Dan-
nevirke to review the position with re-
gards to  Gabriel's boiler.  Regrettably he 
reported that Gabriel’s current boiler can-
not be repaired and therefore a new boiler 
is required. The Trust are fully  committed 
to getting Gabriel back into service and a 
new boiler  means that she certainly wont 
be back in service for the next 12-18 
months. The challenge for the Trust is that 
now  instead of finding some$80,000 to 
repair the old boiler the Trust is now look-
ing to raise some $200,000 plus for a 
brand new boiler. Some $27,000 has al-
ready been raised to-date via donations 
and Give-A-Little for the intended  re-
pairs.  The Trust propose to transfer this 
amount towards the  cost for a new boiler. 
We hope this has the approval of those 
who have generously supported the 
Gabriel boiler project to date.   
( see more page 2) 
(below) What the “H” has happened to 
our trustee Frank Leadley . .Has he lost it?  
Is he in pain ? (See more page 4) 

Photo courtesy Ward Jamieson 

Photo Ward Jamieson 
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Taumarere Station Water Tower. 
As part of their 50 years Celebrations the United-Kawakawa 
Rugby Football Club were looking for a photo of their “first” 
shower facility  at their rugby grounds at Taumarere. The “first 
“change rooms , the big old macrocarpa still stands near the cur-
rent clubhouse. After each game it was a quick shower under the 
railway water tower, a change under the macrocarpa  and then 
back to the Star Hotel in Kawakawa for a few ales. 
This  photo ,courtesy D J Stout, NZ Railway & Locomotive Soci-
ety was provided by Bill Prebble a trustee of the Rail Heritage 
Trust  . The photo was taken on a Rail Enthusiast Society trip to 
the Bay of Islands on 5th March 1966. The need for additional 
water storage was raised on the 13 July 1910 and it is therefore 
considered that the water tower was installed on or about that 
date . 

Gabriel was originally ordered  about 1912 by the Brooke Family  who were involved in the teak timber industry in 
Sarak. Her original name was to be “Mata‐Hari” which was Malay for “Mid‐Day”.   
 
Unfortunately, WW1 caused a big drop in timber exports and the order for a third 4‐4‐0 was cancelled,  by the Brooke 
Family  so the partly completed engine was pushed to the back of the works and forgotten. 
Peckett's records show that they were very busy at this time, making standard gauge engines, so there was little de‐
mand for an odd Meter gauge engine. 

 
In the mid 1920's, Wilsons Portland Cement Co. N.Z.,  already had a fleet of small steam engines, but required another 
that would be able to traverse all of their considerable system, and they ordered a 4‐4‐0 , no doubt at a bargain price, 
and the result was that Mata‐Hari  was dusted off, slightly regauged to 3 ft 6in  and duly delivered in 1928, but not with 
her original nameplates,  but following Portland policy of naming their engines after fish, became 'Groper' 
Providentially, that name was never actually  affixed to her. 
After doing, a not particularly arduous job, the demands of the Portland rail system were easily filled by newly acquired 
Diesels, the steam engines became redundant , and were disposed of to various destinations. 
Bay of Islands Scenic Railway, as it was in 1984, hired  'Groper; from Portland , mainly to lessen the coal consump‐
tion,  as  the 'J' loco we had , was burning over 4 tonnes per day, and became 'Gabriel' 
When BOISR ceased to exist, the hastily formed Preservation Society took  over Gabriel and eventually bought 
her  when Portland  was  absorbed by a larger company. 
 
Now, moving swiftly on to 2018, when the boiler on Gabriel was showing all the signs of needing major repairs, after 
due investigation, it transpired that a boiler made in, or around, 1910 was constructed of steel  which is not possible to 
safely weld, so the only options were to abandon the engine and mount it on a plinth in front of the station,  OR look at 
getting a brand new boiler made. 

 
It is essential that we remain A Steam Railway.  The tourists , who are predominantly our bread and dripping, prefer 
steam hauled trains , so we are setting about getting a new boiler made. 
Firstly, because a new boiler is completely different from the old riveted one, a design has to be done and paid for, and 
only then can an accurate price be obtained for a new welded boiler. 
 
That is where we are at the present. As much of the frames, cylinders, wheels and brakes all need some work ,the op‐
portunity is being taken to get everything up to scratch so that when the NEW BOILER  arrives it will be a com‐
pletely refurbished engine that appears down the main road in Kawakawa and onwards across our 12 bridges to the 
new station in Opua. (abridged)  
 
Mike Bradshaw. 
 
P.s. The Trust have asked Mike obtain  a price/costs  for leasing a suitable steam engine until such time Gabriel is up 
and running again . He has placed an article in the FRONZ magazine for this purpose . (J. Davis Chairperson) 
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“Steaming” or is that “Scheming”  together. 
 

Yes BOIVRT and the Minerva Trust (MT)  are working closely together in 
full support of each others project.. This will ensure that the  joint  project 
“Steaming Around the Bay of Islands “    will not only be unique but will 
also  contribute hugely to the economic and social wellbeing of the whole 
of the Bay of Islands and Northland Communities. A joint meeting of the 
two Trusts was held on the 7th March at the BOIVR Boardroom to update 
each other of their current position. ( above L-R) Johnson Davis, John 
Goldsworthy (Treasurer MT) Lucy Best (Secretary MT) Mike Bradshaw, 
John Clode( Shipwright MT) Ian Faulkner  (Chairperson MT) , Denis Hew-
itt, ( front) Anne Frank, woops ...Anne Leitch and Frank Leadley 

On the 14 February Iulia Crisnic Senior  Rail Safety  
Officer NZTA met with Anne Leitch ( Admin Officer),  
Howard Lunn (Internal Auditor ) Denis Hewitt, (Safety 
Liaison Officer )and Johnson Davis ,(Chairperson )
( and photographer )to  review the BOIVR Safety Case.  

Bridge 5 
At the Works meeting held on the 26th February Trustee Frits Schouten re-
ported that there was a new log in the river above bridge 5. ( see photo below 
left) The next day our track crew Stu Renton and Joe Job were into it before it 
got washed down and caught on the piers of Bridge 5. ( below centre) Joe Job 
strips down and gets into the water to secure the chains for Stu. (below right) 
problem tree removed from  the river. job done . Well done Stu and Joe 

From Kingfisher to Long-
bridge. (left) Tim Workman 
who has been working on 
Kingfisher takes time out to 
help Stu and Joe on Long-
bridge. 
 (right) Watene Tito removing 
the rust and preparing FL 106 
for painting.   Photo Stu Renton  

Photo Anne Leitch 
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10th Annual -Concert at the Station—25th February 2018 

(above ) The crowd gets ready for a wonderful afternoon of entertainment from our  local and very  talented artists . From classical  
to Country  rock reggae . (( right) BOIVR  trustees Sue Hamnett selling tickets for the  raffle . 

( above )  TeMia TeMia   
 
A Country rock reggae-tpe band  featuring  (L-R) Choko Tautari from Waiomio, Robert Lemon  Mataraua, 
Jack Tane ,Ohaeawai, and Jack Manuel Okaihau ( apologies to the drummer) soon had the heels tapping. TeMia TeMia are also the 
backing band for the Little Tennessee Country Music Club in Kawakawa. Their name is a take-off of their introductions as the 
Mayor, The Mayor of their own local areas.  

Daniel Morrison. 
( from page 1) No Trustee Frank Leadley 
has not “lost it” or is in “pain” . In fact he 
turned out  to be a star turn when he basi-
cally “stole the show”  when he joined 
Daniel Morrison  with their rendition of 
“Le Bold Gendarmes”  
 
Daniel, a Bass Baritone,  has always had a 
love for music and trains . 
At the tender age of 12 he became a 
trainee guard at the railway and would 
often sing to the passengers.  
Daniel received his early training from 
Carol Maher of Kerikeri  and eventually 
shifted to Auckland. He spent several 
years with the Handel Concert and Choir  
regularly singing  the Messiah and other 
great works. 

Photo Ward Jamieson 

Photo Ward Jamieson 
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( above ) Daniel Morrison in one of his solo performances  

Ellen Callister 
 
The support and commitment from people like Ellen is 
priceless. Supported by Mum Claire, she came up from 
Auckland especially for her second appearance at our con-
cert. Immediately after her performance she  headed 
straight back to Auckland  to sing in the Viva Voce Choir 
in the Peter Godfrey Memorial Concert held that evening. 
Ellen , who is also a very accomplished flute player, has 
strong ties to Northland. Her great, great,, great grandfather 
was James Shepherd who settled in the Bay of Islands in 
the early 1800’s and she is a direct descendant of the Hayes 
family. 

Photo Ward Jamieson 

Photo Ward Jamieson 

Photo Ward Jamieson 

Carleen Still 
(above)  A crowd favourite from many of her  performances at earlier 
concerts;  Carleen brought the curtain down on an afternoon of won-
derful entertainment.   
Carleen was raised in Moerewa and now lives in Whangarei. She has 
produced several very successful CD’s and delights audiences around 
the country with her powerful voice. . Yee –hah. 
 

Brent Stephen 
Born in Swan River, Manitoba Canada Brent brought an international 
flavor to our concert.  He can often be seen playing in the Whangarei 
District band leading the ANZAC parades. He has a successful band 
called Stampede based in Whangarei. 
 
A great big thank you to all our talented artists, our organizers 
and supporters which contributed to another successful Concert 
and we look forward to our next concert in 2019  

Photo Ward Jamieson 
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Mandy Lee – Bucket List 
Viv James of the Race4LifeTrust ( a registered charity that fulfils the 
wishes of Palliative Care patients ) helped Mandy, who suffers from 
Cerebral Palsy and who has now been diagnosed with terminal cancer ,  
fulfill her wish s to spend some time in the Bay of Islands and to create 
some special memories with her Mum and Dad.  
 
 A sighting of the world famous Hundertwasser toilets and a train ride 
was part of her “bucket list”.  Viv sent a special thank you message to 
BOIVR as Mandy and her crew all felt like that had been treated like 
royalty when they took Mandy for a train ride on the 6th April.  BOIVR 
extends to Mandy and her Mum and Dad our very best wishes. 

Photos courtesy Viv James) 

‘Fire Chief No 1 “ 
 

31st March saw 5year old Kyran 
McGillan from Whangarei take a ride 
on the train with his “bestest” friend 
“Tassie”  

(above)  13th April  saw members from the Kaiangaroa Gardening Club  
enjoying the day out with a ride on the train. 

 
25th April  

 

Lest We Forget 
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Cycle car 
Built especially to support the cycleway users this car is 
proving to be very popular for many taking a ride on the 
train 
(left) Dave Mowat one of the original volunteers who helped 
design and  put the cycle car together is seen in a different 
role as the train driver helping cyclists aboard on the 31st 
March  
 
( below left)  a mixture of the young and old share the cycle-
way car on the 17th April 
 
(below right)  20th April , a family use the cycleway car 
which has had a table added to make it more comfortable for 
them and to sit with their disabled family member.  

 

(above ) 14th April saw members of Pukekohe Travel  stop in Kawakawa for a ride on the train. (right) On the 14 th April  it was 
members from the Palms Lifestyle Village in Whangarei  who came to enjoy a ride. 

 
( above and right)  after the  Concert 25th February it was time for  the volunteers  and 
workers to enjoy a much deserved  and relaxing BBQ   



 
( below) Where did you say the BOIVR  
Station was located ????????? 

( above ) Sweet Adelines  still in full voice after the concert.  
( below) No Not Lone cow but a view of one of the first work trains back on Long-
bridge doing recovery work after the contract was completed  

Tin Hat Bowls Tournament  
 

( ….from page 1) Yes the BOIVR Bowls team  were 
victorious  after coming from7-2 down in the last game 
to remain as 1 of the 3 unbeaten teams . They  won the 
tournament by having won the most ends. 
( L-R) Bowling Club President Christine Taylor, RSA 
President Hector Davies , Skip Maurice Fordham, 
Jimmy Jack presented the trophy to the winners on be-
half of his Dad the late Donald Jack , whoi had donated 
the trophy Howard Lunn and Johnson Davis 

Good Friday 
 

( above) Our crew that day were drivers , 
Bill Fenton and Ray Palmer from Whanga-
rei and Guard  Charlotte Stanley-Scott 
 
(below) Great big thanks  to Colin  
Thompson, Chief Fire Officer from Kamo 
who  recently checked out and repaired our 
fire hoses at the station. 
Colin has supported us for many years 
with our fire needs so we are extremely  
grateful for his continued support. 


