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Happy New Year 
On behalf of the Trustees may I extend to all volunteers, supporters and friends our   belated best wishes to 
you all for a wonderful  and successful 2016. We hope that the festive season for you and your families has 
been an enjoyable. 
 
So what does 2016 hold for BOIVR. We have been extremely optimistic that Longbridge  would have virtu-
ally been completed by now and that we would be giving notice to the Far North District Council to com-
mence the removal of the cycleway from Longbridge to Opua so that the rebuild of the track could commence. 
Sadly the Contractors, the Rintoul Group,  have let us down badly and the Trustees may well be forced , reluc-
tantly, to take drastic action to ensure that the repiling of Longbridge is completed. 
 
As at 31 January only 9 of the 32 piers are in place. Clearly the current work force of 3 men working 5 days 
per week cannot possibly met the promised completion date of 28 February 2016. 
 
BOIVR is , of course, fully supportive of the building of the permanent cycleway Kawakawa –Opua  and will 
do all that they can to assist. The building of the Kawakawa –Taumarere section commenced in December and  
is nearly completed except for the separate bridge that will be built over the Tirohanga River.  
 
The Opua Station Development proposal is proceeding at full pace and some firming up of the final proposal 
is now being considered prior to the lodging of the application for a Resource consent. - J Davis Editor 

 

Longbridge  
Longbridge is the longest curved wooden bridge in the Southern hemisphere. We don’t 
want it to be known as the bridge that took the longest time in the Southern hemisphere 
to be re-piled. Come on the Rintoul Group ; please complete your contract  

Gabriel at Taumarere;  
approaching Longbridge  

Congratulations to….. 
 

Rod Mathews our latest volunteer who in 
December passed his test with flying col-
ors to become our newest Diesel Driver.   
 
Rod who featured in our October news-
letter. as a new volunteer  in the work-
shop , has surely  put his engineering and 
mechanical  skills to good use.  

Concert at The Station 
 

28th February 2016 
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Thank You  Trevor 
Big  thank you to Trevor Bedgood who  ( with Johnson) drove to Papatoetoe on the  26 January to pick up a replacement compres-
sor, well actually 3 compressors from Metal Repair Systems . 
 
The compressors he picked up had been  originally  installed in Parnell  and removed some 15 years ago. One compressor is in 
working order, the other needed some minor work and the third one was for parts only.   ( above left and centre) loading up in Auck-
land. (above right) All unloaded in the Mike Bradshaw Workshop and ready to be installed. .Thank you Dave  

                                               Newsletter article January 2016 – M Bradshaw  Operations Manager  
 
All has gone pretty well to plan.  We had no failures and all trains ran on time.  One special booking got 
slightly altered when the second group booked on, ran very late, and other people on board naturally wanted to 
leave and return , on time.  We were able to contact the coach driver, who , eventually, delivered his crowd to 
the intermediate station at Rugby club Junction, and they embarked there. 
It is always a risk carrying a special group on a scheduled train as they can seriously upset the timetable for 
the rest of the day. 
 
Locomotives have performed with no snags.  Gabriel seems to have got over her spate of blown gaskets. We 
have to nurse her along until there is time to replace the worn pieces.  The new injector was finally prised out 
of Customs, and just as soon as the school holidays end, we can take time to install it.  It is very different to 
the original and a whole new set of pipes and valves will be needed. Once in place and tested, we will have to 
seriously look at getting a second injector for Gabriel , followed by two more for the second Peckett, Thomas. 
 
Our old workshop compressor, having done itself a serious nonsense, proved that our attempts to repair it, 
were a waste of time, and we were only getting about 30% of the normal air out of it. We found another suit-
able compressor in Auckland at the right price, and Trevor and Johnson leaving at the crack of dawn, got it 
back before close of play that night. ( see pictures below)  It was slightly complicated by the fact that the new 
compressor came with lots of spare parts, including another complete machine with a small defect, and a third 
just for spares, and the total load was around 1.5 tons!  It took a whole day and a lot of effort, to get the old 
machine out and new one in place, and a further day to get all the pipes and wires joined up.  Good news was 
that pressing the start button, it went in the correct rotation, and ran beautifully, for a few seconds, but our old 
electric supply is not up to the much larger motor and Dave has to get larger breakers, and then it will be a 
good thing ! 
 
The Christmas break being over, our painting crew are back and carriage Pukeko is now all rubbed down and 
readied for the  green paint which is in stock.  We did manage to do a little more on Moa, and following the 
last week of school holidays the final welding of chassis  brackets will be completed. 
 
The contractors have commenced lifting track and points in Opua, and will arrange delivery to new station site 
at Beaufort St.  To ensure minimum of damage to components, it is necessary that we have regular visits to the 
site, and so far there have been no problems at all.  There are 5 sets of points to be moved, plus all of the rails 
and drums of fishplates and bolts. The new track layout in Opua is fairly simple with a long run round loop; a 
spur to turntable and, hopefully, a siding for the inevitable vehicle to be stored, as required. 
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Pou Herenga Tai—The Coast to Coast Cycleway 
Work on the Kawakawa to Opua section commenced on the 1st December and to-date work is well underway. It is great to see that 
members of the local community are already utilizing this section as cyclists and walkers have been seen on the track.  
(below left) Gabriel crossing bridge 3 showing the beginning of the cycleway at the railway  crossing immediately behind the Kawa-
kawa Bowling Club. ( below left) Timmie in the section before Farmers crossing 

WOW So who were these visitors to the Railway 31 January. ( sorry you will have to wait until the next newsletter  

Our Events 2016 
( above) Concert at the Station will be held on the 
28th February.(right)  Our most unique event Puff n 
Pull is to be held on the 22 May. Who could possibly 
forget the magnificent Joyce twins who on  22 May 
2015  set a  unique “World Record”  
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Boswell Street Trees  
 

By the time you receive this newsletter the 
views  you see in the pictures above and 
below will  have dramatically changed. 
Yes Northland Treeworks commenced 
work the week beginning the 1st February. 
to remove the trees . 
 The removal of the trees , and stumpage, 
will create many opportunities for the re-
vamp of the Kawakawa Station area. 
 
The residents of Boswell St will be most 
happy to  see theses trees gone as they 
have kept the sun off their properties dur-
ing the winter months for many years . 

What’s my Name ..What ‘s my Name  
 

Our Operations Manager has a new task, 
and that is to feed  our newest resident 
who has made his, or is that her, home in  
the engine shed.   
 
So it’s time for a name . Some suggestions  
received so far, Cinders, Sooty, Smokey , 
Christian.  
 
So lets hear your suggestions please; 
info@bayofislandsvintagerailway.org.nz 

“Happy Birthday Roy Howes.” 
Roy couldn’t understand it when he was 
told to wear long pants and shoes on such 
a hot day on the 30th January.  
However all was revealed  as  his Grand-
son arranged for Roy a special  ride in the 
cab of  Gabriel . 
Here Roy proudly holds his Certificate 
with Fireman Bill Fenton and Driver Ray 
Palmer  ( photo Anne Leitch) 

18 January was a little different as we had a double “One-way” booking First of all 
there was a booking for some 68 visitors  from TravelRite International of  Vic. Austra-
lia  to travel from the Kawakawa Station to the United Rugby Clubrooms at Taumarere. 
The return trip was a booking from “Take it Easy Tours” who booked a group of  37 
Senior Citizens  to travel from the United Clubrooms at Taumarere to Kawakawa. 
( above ) It’s “All Aboard”  at the Kawakawa Station for  our Australian  visitors. 
(below) It’s change over time at the United –Kawakawa Clubrooms  

( below ) some of the  Senior citizens on 
the train heading back to the Kawakawa 
Railway station. 

Planet What ? 
 

Yes here is the first hint of our next engine 
which has been donated to the Railway by  
Mike Collins  


