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Thank You Hazel 
The BOI Vintage Railway fraternity extend their sincerest sympathies to 
trustee Grainger Brown on the loss of his beloved wife Hazel, and also to 

their children, Katy and the twins Kilmeny and Alaister, on the loss of a much 
loved mother. Hazel was a staunch and most valued supporter and volunteer 

at the railway, who also provided Secretarial services to the Operations 
Committee and Gabriel Club.  Thank you Hazel you will be sadly missed by 

all  at the railway who were honored to know  and work with you. 

Hazel Marion Brown nee Gurley 
(18 Oct 1936 -  8 July 2015 ) 

Hazel was born in Watford, Hertford-
shire England.  She completed her 
education at University of London  
where she gained an honors degree in 
French and Spanish which was 
presented to her by the Queen Mother, 
who was the Patron of the University. 
In the late 50’s Hazel was a Secretary 
to the Royal College of Physicians. 
She later worked in New York for the 
Chairman of the fourth biggest stock 
company. Hazel  met Grainger on a 
cruise between Tahiti and Acapulco. 
They married in Watford on the 23 
April 1966 and flew to NZ later that 
year to become  farmers in the 
Taranaki. First it was share-milking 
for 6 years, which they then leased for 
a further  4 years. Then it was time for 
the big step up to farm ownership so 
the bought their own farm in Okato in 
1977.  In 1990 they retired to Kerikeri  
Hazel and her brother Norm had 
strong connections with the Ffestiniog 
railway in Wales. 

Trivia Night 
 

Saturday 19th September 
Copthorne Waitangi  

 
Yes folks get your tickets 

 now for a night of fun, frivolity and 
fundraising  

 
Great Prizes 

Great Evening  
Great Cause 

 

(See more page 3) 

Opua Station and Development 
 

Yes folks this project is “full steam ahead.”  Geo tech drilling was carried out 
by Haig Workman with 9 Cone Penetration tests done on the 15th and 16th July. 
The results of the test were considered at a further meeting, held on the 25th 
August, attended by FNHL, Avail Pacific, Northland Inc (Wayne Hutchinson), 
and the project Group from BOIVR. 
 
The main purpose of the meeting was to prepare a final Design Brief for the 
Business Plan by addressing the following: (1) Basic Aims for the Design Brief, 
(2) Who/What was the project catering for, (3) What facilities were required, 
( 4) What would the main station building require, and (5) the site layout. 
The results  were amazing and clearly indicated that the BOI Vintage Railway is 
to become a key player in the future development of tourism in the Bay of 
Islands and The Far North.  There is to be a further meeting held in early 
September with the Department of Conservation before the final layout plans 
are completed and the final brief for the Business Plan confirmed. 
 
Meantime FNHL have been given permission to start the removal of the railway 
lines, between Ashby’s boatyard and the wharf, to enable them to commence 
work on the new Marina extension. 
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Thomas Peckett 
At last; we can actually start thinking about rebuilding our second steam engine. Peckett No. 1645, built in 1924 has had 
a chequered history, and since BOIVR got it ,we have only been able to do very minor work. 
 
All of the pieces we have, are stored away in a Kp van.  The main frames and boiler are in the engine shed .Saddle tank 
in carriage works. When we got the engine, it was lacking wheels, connecting rods and every boiler fitting except the 
chimney. Since then we have obtained wheels from another engine which almost fit ! The job which has to be done is 
machine the axle to enable the valve gear eccentrics fit onto the axle.  In itself not a big job, but it means taking out the 
centre axle and wheels, finding an engineering company with a big enough lathe to swing the wheels, and machine the 
axle.  It does not require much to come off but it has to be done. 
 
Once that is done we can machine the new axle box bearings which we have just had made by Circa Engineering , and 
the locomotive will be properly on its wheels for the first time since we got it.  
Next job is to remove and repair the spring hangers. They appear to have been partially removed, but then abandoned, 
with pins half gas cut off and left.  May be interesting !  Once the springing is fixed, including making the springs ad-
justable, we can fit the coupling rods, first ensuring that the new wheels have the same diameter crank pins.  If not, we 
must alter the rod bearings to match. 
 
Also the pit and engine shed need to ne extended to enable to rebuild to be completed 
In between doing all of the above there is an abundance of cleaning, scraping and painting of just about every thing, so 
lots of volunteer input will be most welcome. Should you want to be part of this wonderful opportunity to rebuild  a bit 
of history and of course  the second steam engine to support Gabriel as part of the Kawakawa-Opua Railway experience 
please contact the undersigned.  
 Ann has promised to bring chocolate biscuits at every working day. 
 
Mike Bradshaw (Project Manager “Thomas” .) 

Bridge 3  
Kawakawa Engineering were contracted to do the job and entered the site on the 28th July. They completed their part of the work  
on the 2 August (bottom left).  First you remove the rails, then the sleepers have to go (middle). Then it’s away with the old girders 
(below right).  Preparatory and finishing work was carried out by Mike Ngakoti and his band of merry men, Track workers, Kahu  
Mahanga, Tom Mangu and Tawhiro Mangu. 

“No Denis you can’t  have the cab” (top left) - Actually Denis was relocating it so that work could begin on it’s restoration.  This 
also created space for the extension of the pit and Engine shed (middle).  The chassis and boiler (right).  All needing a lot of TLC! 

Photos courtesy Anne Leitch 
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Welcome Aboard 
 
(Above)  Bruce Edge, Marine/Diesel 
Engineer extraordinaire from Kaikohe! 
Born in Whananaki, Bruce started as 
an apprentice fitter and turner at Port-
land, where he had, remarkably, 
worked on Gabriel when she was 
owned by Portland Cement! 
 
Bruce transferred to Auckland in 
1964, where he worked for Alley Bros 
as a qualified Marine Engineer.  He 
spent some 5 years overseas working 
for the Union Steam Ship Company. 
 
In 1977 he moved to Kaikohe and set 
up a business as a partner in Shelford 
and Edge Engineering, specializing in 
Trucks, Buses, and Boats.  He worked 
for McBreen and Jenkins, Puketona 
for 23 years. 
 
Bruce came to the railway over a 
month ago just to do a small favour for 
Trevor Bedgood, but has since been in 
virtually every day, carrying out much 
needed maintenance on our diesel en-
gines. 
Thank you  Bruce for your work and 
support which is greatly appreciated! 

Welcome Aboard 
 

(Above) Jake Maddox, also of Kaikohe! 
Jake has come to help as part of a Work 
bridge project.  Workshop Manager Garth 
Matterson has been most impressed by 
young Jake and advises that he has turned 
out to be a most conscientious, reliable,  
excellent, and now most valuable member 
of his workshop team!  Although there is a 
number of jobs Jake hasn’t had experience 
with before, he only needs to be shown 
once and he is up and running with it! 
 
 Well done Jake and thank you! 

The Track Gang 
3rd August saw the appointment of a 
‘track gang’ to help prepare and restore 
bridge 3, and to replace sleepers between 
Kawakawa and Bridge 5.  One of their 
first jobs was to remove the sleepers and 
rail from bridge 3. 
(Above) Mike Ngakoti (Ops Manager) 
with Tawhiro Mangu, Tom Mangu  and 
Kahu Mahanga, replacing the sleeper and 
preparing bridge 3 ready for Kawakawa 
Engineering 
(Below) On the 10th August they removed 
the sleeper from pier one on Longbridge to 
enable the contractors, The Rintoul Group, 
to start the replacing of the piles.  Unfortu-
nately to date, there have been no signs of  
the Rintoul Group starting the on-site 
work on Longbridge since they erected the 
construction site barriers on the 20th July.  
Mike and his crew replaced some 210 
sleepers.  Mike said they were hard 
workers and they are certainly on top of 
his list for future rail work when the cycle-
way has to be removed. 
 

Even though no trains were running in 
August, there was still a lot of 
maintenance work to be done. 
(Above) Peter Nicholas and Mike Brad-
shaw carrying out maintenance on Gabriel. 
 
They were ably assisted by Dave Mowat. 

(Below) carrying out some finishing work on 
Bridge 1.  (Right) Geo Tech drilling at the 
Colenso Triangle. 

Photo courtesy 
Henry Nissen  


