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Bay of Islands Vintage Railway  
102 Gillies Street, Kawakawa. NZ 

(Risking Nothing But Success ) 

Website:   www.bayofislandsvintagerailway.org.nz  
Email : info@bayofislandsvintagerailway.or.nz 
 Postal:   P.O. Box 142, Kawakawa  
Ph:       (09) 404-0684                                  Mobile:  021-171-2697 
(Editor Johnson Davis Ph (09) 404-0636; email kruza@xtra.co.nz) 

August 2014 

Spring Has Sprung 
Spring has sprung, the grass has ris', 
I wonder where the birdie is? 
There he is up in the sky, 
He dropped some whitewash in my eye!  
I'm alright, I won't cry, 
I'm just glad that cows can't fly! 
 
As we say goodbye to  the wet and dross of 
Winter  it is  welcome to  Spring and with it  
exciting times for our railway.  
 
The Spring kicks off with a new , innovative  
fun evening to raise funds which will go 
towards the building of a new Railway Sta-
tion at Beaufort Street Opua. So get your 
tickets now for a great evening , great auc-
tion prizes and  the release of  details of the 
Opua Railway Station project . Grateful 
thanks to all our sponsors.  
September 27 ...See you there. 
 
The cycleway rebuild of Longbridge will be 
completed by the end of September. 
The contract for the rebuilding of Long-
bridge should be well on its way by th end 
of the year. 
Meantime , Timmy has had it’s first “test 
“run , complete  with coaches, to Taumarere  
and has passed with flying colours.   
Coach  Tui  is almost complete so we can 
look forward to the “TNT” launch later . 
This month we had “MP on the Job “( see 
page 3 ) and we also had “Detective on the 
Job” ( see page 2 ) Thanks Mike B for the 
wonderful insight into the history of Long-
bridge and what a great research job for 
some enthusiast. Any volunteers ? 
 
So All Aboard  everyone. Spring is in the air 
and lots to do  ( Editor) Timmies Test 

29th July saw Timmie  put to the test as 
she was loaded up with the carriages and 
proceeded on her trial run  to Taumarere. 
Except for a minor hitch in Kawakawa 
she came through with flying colors and 
will bring a new element  and colour . 
Timmie is now part of our regular service 
and a number of divers have/will now 
have to be retrained.  
(above ) all loaded up and ready to go at 
the station. (right)  It’s  “toot, toot”  and 
off through the middle of town 

“Lets Shake on It” 
2nd September 2014 was another red-
letter day for BOIVR . (above)  Chairper-
son Johnson Davis and Ken Rintoul of 
the Rintoul Group shake hands on the 
signing of the nearly $1/2m contract for 
the rebuilding of  Longbridge.  
Also present for this significant occasion  
were Andy Nock, CEO FNHL, and former 
Trustee; Frank Leadley, BOIVRT Trustee and 
chief fundraiser, John McLaren of Haig 
Workman , Project Manager for BOIVRT . 
Mike Bradshaw , Clerk of Works for 
BOIVRT. Greg Burgoyne , Contracts Admin-
istrator, Rintoul Group and Indu  Shrestha 
Projects Engineer FNHL. 

 
 
 

 

 

Help Gabriel Steam 

into Opua! 

Bay of Islands 

 Vintage Railway Fun Trivia 

Night 

Saturday 27 September 2014. 

Scenic Hotel, Paihia. 7.00pm 

Tickets $20 

Includes a free drink and nibbles 

A fun evening is planned!  Quiz-

zes, great auction items 

and raffles plus lots of prizes 

and in between quizzes there will 

be auctions.  A fast moving lively 

night!  

Tickets - Teams of 8, but you 

can buy individual tickets as well 

and we can team you up! 

Tickets will be on sale next week 

at Paihia Pharmacy, Paper Plus, 

Kerikeri or the Trainspotter 

bookshop, Kawakawa.   

 

But if you want to book your 

ticket now - phone Frank, 09 402 

7650 or Steph, 09 402 5593, or 

email 

steph@blahblahmarketing.co.nz 



2 

BRIDGE NINE (LONGBRIDGE )   REPORT. 
- August 2014- Mike Bradshaw 

 
 
We are very close to the end of our refurbishment of the top of this bridge.  Approx. 40 meters remain to have the old 
sleepers removed; new ones placed and bolted down, rails, bedplates and track screws replaced and handrails plus 
new decking put in place. Safety gates and warning signs can then be removed and the bridge is available for cy-
clists. 
 
The whole project has gone very well, with little delay.  Only wet weather and wind have made it impossible to work 
on occasions.   
 
Some very interesting historical details have come to light recently. We have always been led to believe that there 
have been three bridges at this site, and bridge numbering has shown that we have had bridge numbers 12, 160 and 
246 in the NZR records. There is, however, no direct link to indicate that three separate bridges have actually existed, 
more likely is that over the 134 years, a gradual rebuilding or repairing and redesign has been the case.  
 
The first bridge was an all timber Truss design, where the trains went through the bridge spans. In a 1933 report we 
learn that the Opua end was reduced by eight 40 foot spans which formed the embankment that is present today. 
Also, the eight curved spans were converted to triple girder steel spans.  We suspect these are still present and are the 
members we are working on now. In the faded paint work there are maker’s details of Lanarkshire Steel Works, 
Scotland. This company was absorbed into British Steel Corp. before WWII, so it is unlikely that other steel mem-
bers were fitted in the intervening six years between the 1933 report and commencement of the war. 
 
The remaining seventeen spans are in much more modern deep girder spans, made by Dorman-Long Steel around 
late 50’s or early 60’s. 
The 1933 report also recommends that a new bridge be built “On the upstream side of exiting bridge”, but there are 
no indications that this was ever done.   Remains of old piles and very different earth works would be obvious if this 
was the case. 
 
NZR Records office in wellington have very detailed records of all things Railway, but they charge $100 per hour for 
their staff to look things up, so until we have money to burn, or a rich author decides to record our history, it will re-
main a mystery. 
 
Next job on our Bridge 9 (ex 12, 160, & 246) is for the contractor to replace all piers with new. Once the politics, 
insurance details and off-site manufacturing details are sorted, bridge building should get under way. 

All But …... 
(above)  The last section which is  ex-
pected to be completed before the end of 
September.   

( above ) another view of the last section ( above right)  the completed section up 
and around the bend ( below  ) The last lot of scaffolding in place which allow the 
decking to be completed. (below right )  below the deck  
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Elections 2014  
Yes 20th September is polling day 
and we hope all our Kiwi support-
ers will exercise their democratic 
rights. 
July saw two of our local candi-
dates come to town. 
 
22nd July Labour candidate Wil-
low-Jean “steamed” into town  
 
29th July it was the turn of Na-
tionals MP Mike Sabin as “MP on 
the job”  

MP on the Job 
 
National’s MP  Mike Sabin assisted our 
workers on the Prime Ministers Far North 
section of his national cycleway project.  
(above) Mike Sabin assists Ray Roebeck 
with loading the old  sleepers.  
(below) Then it is the Mike  and Mike  
show when Mike Sabin helps our Opera-
tions Manager Mike Ngakoti  

(above)  Then it became the Mike, Mike 
and Mike show and not a “Mickey” in 
sight. (L-R Operations Manager Mike 
Ngakoti , Mike Sabin our local  National 
MP and Mike Bradshaw Project Manager 
of the cycleway rebuild.  
 
( below) Mike Sabin gets a tour of the 
below deck section of Longbridge 

Labour Steams into Town 
 

22nd July and there was little doubt that 
the Labour Campaign had hit Kawakawa 
as local Labour candidate Willow-Jean 
Prime (Moerewa) hits town. ( above ) 
Gabriel all ‘primed” up and steamy  gets 
ready. (below) Photo time with another  
local; Labour's Candidate for Tamaki 
Makaurau  Peeni Henare of Moerewa 

(above) its “All Aboard” and (below) 
the Prime Labour Special steams up the 
Main Street of Kawakawa 

Bridge 5 
The flood debris at Bridge 5 is becoming 
a costly on going problem for the rail-
way. (above) This picture was taken on 
the 22nd July and was cleared.  
(below) Photo taken by Grainger Brown 
31 August. (bottom ) the debris has again 
been cleared but for how long. A com-
plaint has been lodged with NRC who 
advise that they are unable to do anything 
unless we can identify where the  debris 
comes from .  So any information would 
be most welcome 
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From gardener to Shop Keeper. Yes one 
of our  valued volunteers Glenys Steere 
not only keeps our station and yard area 
pristine but she also helps man the shop 
in between .  
Come and visit  our shop which has a 
great selection of railway gifts and souve-
nirs ideal for those birthday gifts for train 
lovers of all ages and gender. 
 
We would also welcome more volunteers 
so if you can spare a day  please give 
BOIVR a call 

Thank You Andy 
 
Big thanks to Andy Nock FNHL who has 
resigned as a trustee due to work pres-
sures and for personal reasons. 
Andy has been a tower of strength  and 
invaluable in guiding the Trust through 
the  contractual requirements for  the 
rebuild of Longbridge and of course the 
proposed station at Opua.  
 
So Andy  on behalf of the Trustees  may 
I express our grateful thanks,  and also 
we are grateful  that we will  still be able 
to  call on your support, guidance and 
goodwill in the future  
J. Davis 
Chairperson 

(above) It’s  smiles all around as Timmie 
completes her historic run to Taumarere 
 (L-R) Graham Winterbourne ( Engine In-
spector), Johnson Davis  (Chairperson) Dave 
Mowat ( General Manager) Denis Hewit 
(Driver/Volunteer supreme)  . 

Happy Birthday  Peter 
Peter is  the oldest of our current volun-
teers and celebrated his 87th  birthday on 
the  25th of August. That makes him the 
same age as our steam engine Gabriel. 
Both icons of our railway. Peter comes 
every week from Okaihau to man the 
shop on the train.. Thank you Peter 

“Weka” 
 
(above)  Volunteer Mark Nixon makes 
the sparks fly as he works on the conver-
sion of “Weka”  into  our first  cycle  car  
 
(below) Weka has now been completed, 
given a new coat of plate and is ready for 
her  launch .The first  cycle “special” run  
will be made on the 10th September.  
This historic day is a result  of a  special 
booking  made by the Kerikeri Cycle 
Club.  
 
Great to see another chapter written as 
part of the FNDC Coast to Coast cycle-
way Pou Herenga Tai 

Welcome to new Gabriel Club member  
Chris Hart from Auckland . 30 August 
saw Chris ride on the foot plate which 
was a birthday shout from his good wife 
Linden who is also a new member.  

Chris enjoyed his birthday shout so much 
he made a donation to Gabriel for her 
upkeep. Thank you Chris Photo courtesy 
Anne Leitch) 


