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 As the year draws to a close the big news 
this month has to be YES the last pier on 
Longbridge has now been completed ( see 
photos below)  Once the bridge has been 
certified for rail operations, it will mean  
that we can start  the track recovery Long-
bridge to Opua . Sadly this could mean 
that there will be disruptions ( or even no 
cycle access)  to cyclists on this section as 
the FNDC have not yet started to build the 
separate cycleway.  FNDC were fully 
aware that this was a requirement when 
they were given a sub lease for the cycle-
way . BOIVR have always  said that they 
will support and work with FNDC to 
build the cycleway and minimize disrup-
tions to the cyclists but it appears 2018 
could well mean the Council’s coast to 
coast cycleway will cease at Longbridge. 
Such a shame as the cycleway is becom-
ing ever increasingly popular not only 
with tourists but also the local commu-
nity. We urge the Council to please get on 
with the construction of the cycleway 
which is fully supported by BOIVR.  
 
With regards to the Opua station the ap-
peal against the consent is set to go to 
mediation mid– January. 
 
The big disappointment is that we wont 
see Gabriel steaming along the tracks this 
summer. Her boiler is still in Dannevirke 
and , at this time, is not due back until end 
February  2018—( J. Davis Editor) 

Congratulations to Frank Leadley 
It is always great to see our  enthusiastic and valued  members of the Commu-
nity receive recognition for the wonderful work they do. It is extra special when 
that community member also includes BOIVR as part of their contribution. 
( above ) Frank receives his Citizens Award from the Far North District Council 
at Te Ahu Centre Kaitaia on the 12 September with many of his supporters from 
BOI Rotary, Love Opua and of course BOIVR. Congratulations Frank well 
earned and well deserved.  
 
(below) (left) The final pier before work commenced and (right) all done.  
There is still some work to be done before it can be certified  and then …. 
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  GABRIEL's  BOILER.    An up date. 
Following delivery of the boiler to RCR Energy plant in Dannevirke, I visited their office in Napier and the construction 
plant in Dannevirke. met the staff who will be doing or supervising  the work, and made sure we were on the same 
page. 
 Being shown round the factory and seeing the work they were doing there, is no doubt they are well capable of doing 
a relatively small job like ours. 
 
Before the boiler left Kawakawa, the shell and fire box were examined and thickness readings of most of the plates 
were taken and showed that all appeared to be well within acceptable limits. 
I say "Most of the Plates", because small portions of the boiler were not able to be reliably measured; being behind 
mounting plates or spring mounts, but as the majority of the plates were within tolerance, there was no reason to sus‐
pect that these small areas would have deteriorated  any more than the majority of the boiler. 
 
The main part of the work to be done on the boiler is to replace the front tube plate.  This is the front of the boiler, just 
behind the smoke box and where all of the fire tubes end. The existing  plate bears the stamp of 'Peckett and Sons', so 
is part of the original boiler, and just how old this is could be, is subject to some conjecture, as there is considerable 
evidence that our Gabriel could well have been the "MataHari" , destined for Sarawak in 1914, but owing to WW1 and 
reduction in the teak trade, resulted in the order being cancelled, despite the engine being largely complete. 
Whatever the history;   this plate has been repaired several times, and is probably the most stressed part of the boiler 
and has come to the end of the line. 
Unfortunately, the smoke box ash piles up behind this plate, and as the boiler cools down, forms a very acidic me‐
dium which tends to eat away at the lower end of the plate.  A very different design of the interior of the  smoke box is 
planned for next time, and this will mean that great‐grandchildren, not yet conceived , will have to worry about it ! 
 
In addition to the new front tube plate, a new set of tubes, a replacement main steam pipe , four new longitudinal 
stays and all the plates which will form the new smoke box, are to be provided before the boiler is returned to us. 
Completion of this work is advised as end of Feb 2018. 
Before that date a considerable amount of other work is planned for the frames of Gabriel. 
A detailed list, with estimated times and costs is under way, and subject to our Editor, will form my contribution to an‐
other newsletter. 
Mike Bradshaw. 
Manager—Steam locomotives  

( above )  Mike Bradshaw catching up on all the work that needs to be done  on Gabriel before 
the boiler is returned. Mike is been receiving  help from Dave Mowat. 
(centre) It sure looks like a superhuman job and I am not sure if Mike is really  Superman as each 
set of wheel weighs half ton.  
The wheels are now at Kawakawa engineering for turning.  

(above) Diesel Loco Manager Frits Schouten 
meets with Patrick Cox of North Fuels to look 
at a possible site for a new fuelling tank to be 
installed. All Diesel drivers will certainly wel-
come this proposal  

(left) Mike with  friends 
from the Zig Zag Rail-
way on Longbridge 
who visited recently. 
 
(right) Stu and Joe re-
placing the guide sleep-
ers on the turntable  
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 No Not all  BOIVR but.. ( above )Anne Lunn enjoys a ride on the Blue Bell Railway and ( top right ) Howard 
Lunn also at the Blue Bell Railway where they were guest of  Mike Sheppard. ( below) No not a hold-up but 
an introductory run with the Roping Club before the Christmas Parade on the 2nd December .  
(  middle right) “Doggone “yes  even the doggies enjoy a ride on the train. In total there were 8 from a local 
club. ( photo courtesy Anne Leitch)( below)  28 October saw a Commeration of the Maori Wars with a  Tri-
A-thelon  which included a canoe leg Opua to Bridge 5   where the competitors then mounted a bike and 
cycled the cycleway to Kaikohe Photo shows some canoeists as they have just gone past Longbridge and  a 
photo of supporters downstream from Bridge 5.…... 
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September/October/November have seen a 
number of specials for schools from 
around Northland ( left) Huge turnout 
from Hurupaki School  who visited on the 
16 November. Photo taken at Taumarere 
Station  (photo o courtesy Anne Leitch) 

( above) Kawakawa Primary School visited on the 7th September . 
(below) Waipu visits on the 10th November . Is this the modern Highland fling?  

( above & below) Hillcrest School Kai-
kohe visited  3 November.  

( below) Kaikohe West  on Longbridge during their visit  1 
September.  

(right)  
The ultimate family  
bike  
Photo taken at the station 
26 November  
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Kerikeri Mountain Bike Club at Longbridge  11 August . (photo supplied)  

            THE DSA—ers  
(in the cab) Ray Palmer, Trevor Bedggood ,Reagan Smith.  
(outside) Alan McGunnigle , Graham Winterbourne  and Dave 
Mowat.    (photo courtesy A Leitch)  

150th Commeration of Rail in the North Island  
2018 will see BOIVR celebrate the first rail  operation . How should we 
commerate this . BOIVR invite your suggestions please.  
Probably it should involve the re-launch of Gabriel and also the launch of 
the replica extinct 4 –wheel coach “Moa.” Please send you ideas or contact 
BOIVR at the addresses on the front of the newsletter or contact one of 
your trustees or volunteers. 

Florence Morrison Unveiling  
 

25th November was a special day for the family of Florence 
( Flo) Morrison.  The family held  her unveiling earlier in the 
Kawakawa Cemetery and then took a special train ride in 
memory of her love for trains.  
(above) As they passed the cemetery on the return journey they 
released  some balloons in her memory  (photo courtesy A Leitch) 
(left) The family on the coach as they passed the cemetery . 
BOIVR extends a special message  to Daniel Morrison, grand-
son of Flo. Daniel sang on a number of occasions for the BOI 
Vintage Railway in their Concerts  at the Station and is  on the 
far left of the photo  
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Welcome Aboard  
( above) Welcome to our new shop keeper  
Kiriwa (Skids) Hepi of Kawakawa. Skids 
is planning to attend Acting School in 
2018 and we wish her all the best for the 
future. Perhaps one day she will come 
back and be our star performer with 
Gabriel.  

“ Secret Gardner” 
Not really but one of our behind the scenes 
volunteer Darryl Francis was seen on Sun-
day 26 November tidying up the surrounds 
at the Taumarere Station. Darryl of course 
can also  be seen from time to time carry-
ing out gardening chores at the Kawakawa 
Station.  

Welcome Aboard to ... 
Great to welcome  two new trainee  Diesel 
Drivers to the Railway especially now that 
Gabriel is out of service and we will there-
fore be running Diesel Engines 7 days a 
week through out the holiday period. . 
( Above) Chris Ellington, Paihia who has 
now retired from the FNDC. When Chris 
was introduced to his tutor for the 
day ,Trevor Bedgood, he informed him he 
has driven trains in Europe, the UK and 
The USA. Trevor was concerned that he 
might be over-qualified until Chris in-
formed him that he was a keen model train 
operator.  
(below) Dave Anderson of Opua. Dave is 
ex-Navy and has driven the passenger ser-
vice ferries between Paihia and Russell 
and also the  “Mac Attack” Dave might 
find Timmy a little bit more sedate then 
the “Mac Attack” 

Big Thank You also   to … 
 

Brian Calvert, Whangarei  who has do-
nated the above 12 ft dingy and trailer to-
gether with  a 15 HP outboard motor.  
It also comes complete  with a pair of oars, 
anchor, 2 adults & 1 child lifejacket, fish-
ing rod, keep net, and other accoutrements 
for fishing.  
The whole package has been donated  to 
raise funds for the railway and will be up 
for sale  commencing next week . If inter-
ested please contact Anne at 
admin@bayofislandsvintagerailway.org.nz  

A Great Big Thank You to….. 
 

The  family of  Gordon C. Coutts, Robyn 
Denise and Cameron who have donated 
their late Dad’s model train set to the rail-
way to be used as a fundraiser or set up at 
the station. Gordon's wife Norma used to 
run the craft shop at the Station in the 80’s 
where the model train was last set up 
The Coutts family used to live behind the 
station in Boswell St . 
The above is only a small part of the col-
lection which comes complete with track 
buildings , books etc.  
Could be a nice feature in the new Kawa-
kawa Café. 
 
Now its purely coincidental that this article 
just happens to feature next to a new vol-
unteer who just loves model trains. Ahem 
perhaps there is  another opportunity in the 
future Chris?. 

Volunteers Wanted 
 

Can You Help Please 
Train Drivers 

Guards 
Shop Keepers 

Engineers 
Carpenters 

Painters 
Laborers 

All Welcome and greatly appreci-
ated.  

Hours /Days to suit  

Weir Tours 
 

18 October saw a group on tour board the 
train at Kawakawa and catch their bus at 
the United-Kawakawa Rugby ground at 
Taumarere  


